
 

 

 
Catoctin Creek 

GREEN CORNER 
“The Green Sanctuary Program of the UUCF upholds the 7th principle of Unitarian Universalism by bringing 

together our congregation and respect for the interdependent web of all existence through community action and 

awareness in honor of our ancestors and for the sake of seven generations to follow and beyond.” 

 

CARING FOR THE EARTH:  STREAM STEWARDSHIP 
 
UUCF’s mission states that “We embrace justice, caring for the earth, fairness and peace”.  Caring for the earth includes 
stewardship of earth’s land and water. Those of us who live or use land that includes or is near a stream have a special task, 
caring for the stream, which will join other streams and waterways, and flow into the ocean.  UUCF’s Watershed Stewardship 
project will actively engage our congregation in practices that contribute to water conservation and watershed restoration on 
our property and in our community. 
 
We already engage in caring for the stream near our property, which is part of the Monocacy-Catoctin Watershed, by eco-
friendly management of UUCF’s property.  In addition, UUCF’s quarterly cleanups of Elmer Derr Road remove roadside trash 
which would otherwise eventually make its way into this stream and watershed, and eventually the Chesapeake Bay. 

 
In order to extend our stream stewardship to the larger community, we plan to “adopt” a 
section of the Catoctin Creek (also part of the Monocacy-Catoctin Watershed) in the Catoctin 
Creek Park.  Healthy, undisturbed streams are lined with a community of native plants that 
shade and stabilize the stream banks.  But many streamside properties, invasive or exotic plants 
have invaded the streamsides, replacing the healthy, native buffers.  Most streams today are 
clogged with litter, as is the property around them.  Stream restoration consists of removing 
litter and non-native plants, and planting native seedlings whose roots can hold the soil.  Our RE 
program has already begun germinating acorns, which will grow into seedlings that can 

eventually be transplanted into such an environment!!  
 
Catoctin Creek Park is a beautiful county park less than 7 miles from UUCF.  It has a wonderful 
Nature Center, many nature programs and volunteer opportunities.  It also offers many 
recreational and educational opportunities, and we will plan some fun UUCF outings there in the 
future.  We will be featuring this park in the Green Sanctuary displays in the narthex.  Find out 
more at http://frederickcountymd.gov/index.aspx?NID=4069. 
 
UUCF’s Catoctin Creek clean-up activities will be planned and directed by county park officials, 
and will be family friendly – there will be jobs for people of all ages and abilities! You may have participated previously in 
similar clean-ups, such as the Big Sweep and Chesapeake Bay clean-ups.   For people who can’t do the physical work, we need 
lots of adults to keep an eye on kids near the stream, or to prepare a light picnic fare for the workers after they finish!  
 
We plan to launch our first Catoctin Stream workparty on or near Earth Day, Sunday April 22.  If you are interested in 
participating, please sign up on sheets in the Green Sanctuary display cabinet,  so we can plan the event for the appropriate 
number of people. 
 
Watch this space for more information each month about UUCF’s land and watershed stewardship activities. 
 
 

HAVE A SWEET FAIR TRADE VALENTINE’S DAY 
 
Purchasing only Fair trade certified chocolate is your way of ensuring an equitable trading relationship and fair supply chain, as 
well as a delicious treat!  It also assures that workers who produced the cocoa were paid fair wages, had good working 
conditions, and did not include children and/or slave labor.  Check out the delicious Valentine treats Jane has ordered for us at 
UUCF’s own Fair Trade Coffee-Etc, Sundays in the narthex. 
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